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Honduras- it is a land of stunning beauty
where one can gaze at an endless sea of
mountains, be solely immersed in a wide
array of parks and reserves or be stunned
by a wilderness solitude.
It is about the size of the state of Tennessee
and is home to nearly 8 million people;
small by Central American standards. Some
places, however, boast population densities
as low as two people per square mile.
It is this as of yet low population that
Honduras owes its biodiversity. The country’s
park and reserve system protect every major
habitat that occur here and the flora and fauna             Robert Gallardo and John Sill
found within.  The largest reserve (the Rio
Platano Biosphere Reserve) alone is nearly 2 million acres and combined with nearby reserves including those in Nicaragua forms the largest wilderness in Central America.  

Jaguars, Harpy and Crested Eagles, Great Green and Scarlet Macaws, Manatees, Giant Anteaters and thousands of other organisms still find a stronghold here. 
To date 745 species of birds have been documented in the country and no less than another 40 are yet to be expected.  Although only one country endemic has been documented (the critically endangered Honduran Emerald) the country contains many Mesoamerican endemics and over 100 species have their normal northern and southern range distributions here.  Prize species that people come to see include: Ocellated Quail, Keel-billed Motmot, Lovely Cotinga, Green-breasted Mountain-Gem, Highland Guan, Fulvous Owl, Black-throated Jay, Wine-throated Hummingbird and many more. 
Currently a birder visiting here has to use at least three different field guides to be able to safely identify all of our birds and it is rare that anyone carries more than one.  Although the birding industry in Honduras is still in its infancy it deserves its own field guide which will in turn help promote bird watching.  Robert Gallardo has lived in the country and studied its birds for over 19 years, having made enormous contributions to the knowledge of its avifauna and adding more than 27 new country records.  He met bird illustrator, John Sill, at the Midwest Birding Symposium in September of 2011 and agreed to team up to produce the book.  Together they have set out to publish THE country field guide.
The ambitious goal is to not only produce an all-English edition, but a simultaneous Spanish edition as well.  This will further stimulate the interest and conservation of birds with Honduran citizens and other environmental non-profit groups.  The book is envisioned to have about 74 color plates illustrating all of our known species.    
Please help us reach our fundraising goal of $125,000 so we can print the guides by 2014.  

Sponsor Categories

Major sponsors:
1.  A donation of $15,000 or more will entitle the donor to have their color logo and website address placed on the front sleeve inside cover.  Size will be 1 ½” by 1 ½”.  Only four spaces will be offered on the front sleeve.  
2. A donation of $7,500 or more will entitle the donor to have their color logo and website address placed on the back sleeve inside cover.  Size will be 1 ½” by 1 ½”.  Only four spaces will be offered on the back sleeve.  

Other sponsor categories
3. For each donation of $1,000 the donor will have the opportunity to choose any available original color plate signed by John (first come first serve!).  This does not apply to the two “major sponsor” categories. 
Those donating a minimum of $1,000 will also have their company or organization’s logo displayed on a page toward the front of the book.  

4. For a donation of $500 to $900 the donor will receive a signed copy of the field guide.  

Contact Robert Gallardo for more information:

Email:  rgallardo32@gmail.com      
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See his website www.birdsofhonduras.com for more info.
